FRECCLES (Friends of Eccles station)
Response to the Northern RUS consultation 
The Northern RUS published in 2010 refers extensively to the earlier North West RUS and the Northern Hub publications. Where the proposals relevant to Eccles made in these two documents are supported by the Northern RUS we have, for simplicity, included our responses in bold after the relevant extracts from these documents. 

(1)
North West Route Utilisation Strategy May 2007
More trains calling at Eccles and improvements to interchange with Metrolink
This is discussed extensively at various points in the document (see Executive Summary, p6 & 8; Current Capacity, p 38; Chat Moss Corridor p 102 and Strategy p132). Relevant extracts are:

At Eccles, the railway station and the Metrolink stop are only 300m apart with bus connections to Trafford Park and the Trafford Centre also nearby. However, there are few interchange opportunities due to limited signage between the two and the fact that there is only one train per hour in each direction that stops at Eccles.
The option is to make Eccles a better interchange, with DDA access, improved facilities and improved signage and advertising of the connection to the Metrolink stop at Eccles. In addition more trains would need to stop at Eccles.

Improved access to Salford Quays, and especially employment centres such as the planned new BBC development and tourist destinations such as the Imperial War Museum North. 

The scale of modal shift required [to justify the capital expenditure] was much less than the predicted growth on the corridor and hence getting that number of people to use this facility instead of driving is not an unreasonable assumption. 
Given the uncertainty over that assumption, the option could be implemented in incremental steps to reduce risk and gain confidence, for example by the following measures:

Improve signage and advertising

Make simple improvements to station facilities such as signage and CIS

Stop an additional service

Make more significant station improvements - possibly such as lifts and station facilities

Review the service provision with this as a significant multimodal interchange.

It is recommended that interchange improvements at Eccles are taken forward immediately, and the resulting use of the interchange monitored.

It is recommended that use of the improved interchange at Eccles is kept under review, and subject to encouraging results the service should be expanded by

stopping more trains at Eccles.
FRECCLES considers that the case for improving the interchange at Eccles between rail, Metrolink and bus is even stronger now given the rapidly progressing development of MediaCityUK at Salford Quays. As a result of our campaigning, some interchange signage is now in place at Eccles Station, but none of the other proposed improvements have been made and we are not aware of any monitoring activity.
 We urge that these North West RUS recommendations are fully implemented as soon as possible, especially as the case for an improved interchange at Eccles has now been supported by Salford City Council, the Greater Manchester Integrated Transport Authority, and by the local MP, Hazel Blears. We refer to FRECCLES’ original response (3 Jan 2007) to the draft North West RUS for a more detailed analysis.
Electrification

This is referred to on p 133:
Analysis indicates that there may be a case to electrify the Chat Moss route between Liverpool and Manchester.
FRECCLES welcomes the announced electrification of the Chat Moss route between Liverpool and Manchester. We look forward to the introduction of a frequent electrified service on this route calling at Eccles and also raise the possibility of further developing the Eccles interchange facility by considering stopping long distance electric trains en route to the North. 
(2)
The Manchester (Northern) Hub Rail Study February 2010

Salford Quays
On p23, considering Growth centres in Greater Manchester the study proposes:
From each principal rail corridor to Salford Quays there should be a service that requires no more than a single interchange by bus or Metrolink

FRECCLES considers that improving the interchange at Eccles would facilitate this requirement by providing a single interchange (rail to Metrolink) from the Liverpool corridor to Salford Quays. 
Additionally, encouraging intermodal change at Eccles would reduce passenger congestion at central Manchester stations.

Commuter services

In the section about the Chat Moss Route, on p 72, the study observes:
· faster local journeys due to electrification with scale dependent on stopping pattern. 
· opportunity, if infrastructure is funded, for more frequent service to Eccles by way of loop or turnback.
FRECCLES supports the introduction of more frequent services to Eccles by all means, including by way of a turnback. There is ample opportunity for a turnback by utilising the existing third track on the other side of platform 1. This is currently used for stabling freight and occasional passenger trains. This would allow cross city services to be maintained and expanded - DMUs could turn back at Eccles from the Calder Valley and Huddersfield lines. 
(3)
Northern Route Utilisation Strategy October 2010
RC 10 5.3.10 Chat Moss option 7 
Regional links: connectivity with Metrolink.
 Improve interchange with Metrolink at Eccles.

No change. Previous recommendation holds.
FRECCLES is delighted to read that the current consultation supports earlier proposals regarding interchange at Eccles with Metrolink (p113, Appendix A – North West RUS):
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